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“Come See The Stars In Las Cruces” ... Soon!

! Our state conference is set for April 8-9 here in Las Cruces, so mark your calendar 
and begin thinking, “What’ll I wear?”

 Here are the planned highlights:  Friday night, at the awards banquet, our keynote 
speaker will be NMSU archeologist Beth O’Leary who will tell you about archeology on 
the moon.  No, not little green men, but the artifacts left behind by the astronauts of the 
Apollo Program.

 Saturday will be a day of workshops.  The morning event, from 8 to 11:45 a.m., is a 
combination of on-site photography and a Photoshop session at one of NMSU’s digital 
labs. It will be led by NMSU photography professor Pam Porter.  We’ll travel first to Old 
Mesilla with its historic buildings, including Josefina’s Cafe ... with its gate, the most 
photographed and painted old gate in New Mexico.

 Following our Zia Awards luncheon, again sponsored by the New Mexico Beef 
Council, we’ll have three workshops.  The first will be a panel discussion of writing 
relationships: writer collaborations, writer/publisher, writer/editor ... as many iterations as 
the panel can introduce and sustain.

 Then we’ll move into the world of film making in New Mexico with a panel 
including Bill McCamey, Las Cruces film liaison and film maker, Phil Lewis, NMSU 
Creative Media Technology department head, and Mark Vasconcellos, Doña Ana 
Community Collect CMT instructor and film maker.

 We’ll wrap up the business of the day with Justin Bannister, who will discuss PR in 
the digital age.

 And just for fun, we’ve scheduled a Star Party at Leasburg Dam State Park, about 20 
miles north of Las Cruces for Saturday night. Plan to being a warm coat, gloves, and a 
sense of wonder as you spy the sky through telescopes designed to resolve some of the 
heaven’s most fascinating features.



 The conference will be held at the Hotel Encanto in Las Cruces.  You can reserve 
your room at our special rate of $90 a night, single or double occupancy. Call (575) 
522-4300 and ask for the New Mexico Press Women rate.  Conference registration 
information will be sent later this month.
 A special thanks to some of this year’s sponsors:  Del Valle Printing of Las Cruces, 
the New Mexico Beef Council, and Wells Fargo Bank.

Silent Auction Vital Part of State Conference
 The silent auction is a special part of our annual conference, says Susan Walton, 
Silent Auction Coordinator.  It is how NMPW raises money for two $750 college 
scholarships, awarded annually to New Mexico students pursuing careers in journalism, 
public relations, writing, photography and other areas in our field. 

 Our scholarships are awarded on the basis of talent and need. Based on last year’s 
applications, the need is great in New Mexico. Some students are immersed in college 
and need funding for books and other school-related expenses. Others are about to 
graduate and need one last vote of confidence as they set out to accomplish their dreams. 

 Last year we raised about $1,000 – we are small but well intended! With your help 
we would like to double our fundraising amount this year. We are seeking gift certificates 
and items to auction. Please keep in mind, gift certificates don’t have to be redeemable 
across the state; some can be valid in the town where you and other members live, so 
don’t be afraid to ask the local quick-lube garage or local restaurant.

 If you have any questions, or need a receipt beyond this letter please contact Susan 
Walton at (505) 338-3004 or swalton@sandiaprep.org.

From The Desk of The President
Sharon Niederman

 Thanks to strong leadership! and cooperation in all 
three chapters, each is thriving. The "officer gap" of the North is 
now filled with a capable volunteer; the South is rising with an 
exciting convention in April; and Albuquerque is presenting 
excellent, well attended meetings and delivering a writing 
workshop in February as well.! It's exciting to see the energy, 
and the workload, spread out throughout the state, as we work 
to preserve what's really important, despite all the pessimism.



 Our "lack of Connie" is being handled very well by our capable and generous 
board. Special thanks to! Sandy, Denise and Chris for pitching in, figuring it all out, 
providing mailing materials and to all of you for your hands-on efforts today. Let us go 
forward with this distribution of labor as a model in the future. No burn out for anyone if 
we work together. Many of us are now learning the process.

 I am very proud to be in a leadership position in this organization. This board is 
packed with fine, distinguished, accomplished professionals dedicated to tending the love 
of words, news, writing, and print that lives in our hearts and provides the motivation for 
our lives. Our service to our ideals has never been more important, and every bit of energy 
we each expend on NMPW pays off a hundred fold. We are reaching younger kindred 
spirits, whether they become members or not. It was wonderful to see the young women 
high school students at the recent APW meeting, and our High School Communications 
contest draws hundreds of entries. Our scholarship awards touch the future. Chris needs 
help with judging, and I hope you can find a little time to help her out. Each of you has 
stepped in as needed to contribute your energies. My gratitude to you all.!

 Thanks again to all our members who make so many meaningful contributions to 
our organization.   On to Las Cruces!

Communicator of Achievement Sought
 Nominations for Communicator of Achievement must be in the hands of Diane 
Sandoval on or before February 18. To qualify, nominees must have been a member of 
NMPW and the National Federation of Press Women for two consecutive years.

 The Communicator of Achievement Award is the highest honor bestowed by 
National Federation of Press Women upon those members who have distinguished 
themselves within and beyond their profession.

 The Communicator of Achievement Award program is one of NFPW's prized 
projects — an opportunity for our members to shine.

 The recipient, chosen from nominees selected by state affiliates, is recognized for 
exceptional achievement in the communications field, service to NFPW and to the 
community.

 The COA Award winner and the runner-up are announced at the Communicator of 
Achievement Award Banquet scheduled during NFPW’s annual conference. Each nominee 
is featured in NFPW’s AGENDA newsletter prior to the conference and spotlighted at the 
awards banquet.

 Rules and nomination form can be found at http:www.nfpw.org/COA-page.cfm. 



Zia Book Awards
 According to Vice President Sari Krosinski, we have received thirteen entries for this 
year’s Zia Book Award.  This year’s theme is children’s books. Recipients of the prestigious 
NMPW award must be women and either residents of New Mexico or have published a 
book about New Mexico.

 Judging the entries are Leslie Chamberlain, librarian for UNM Tireman (College of 
Education) and Mandy Hunter, librarian for Albuquerque High School.

 The entries are:
 "The Healing Spell" by Kimberly Griffiths Little
 "Tyger Tyger" by Kersten Hamilton
 "Tibetan Tales from the Top of the World" by Naomi C. Rose
 "Blind Tom, the Horse Who Helped Build the Great Railroad" by Shirley Raye 
Redmond
 "The Dance of the Eggshells" by Carla Aragón
 "Hanging with Bats: Ecobats, Vampires, and Movie Stars" by Karen Taschek
 "The Risen Horse" by Karen Taschek
 "Grandpa's Magic Tortilla" by Demetria Martínez and Rosalee Montoya-Read
 "My Travelin' Eye" by Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw
 "When the Lights Go On Again: A Young Person's View of Life on the Home Front 
During WWII" by Margaret Walters with Mark Walters
 "Tortilla Sun" by Jennifer Cervantes
 "Adventures of the Lost Shoes" by C.M. Schultz
 "How To Do Nothin'" by Lou Finley

High School Communications Contest
We are drawing near the deadline for entries for this year’s High School Communications 
Contest.  Entries must be submitted by February 25 and represent student’s work during the 
current school year from February 15, 2010, through February 15, 2011.  

In the contest, students may enter work in one of 17 categories: Editorial, Opinion, News 
Story, Feature Story, Sports Story, Columns, Feature Photo, Sports Photo, Cartooning, 
Review, Graphics, Single-Page Layout, Double-Truck Layout, Environment, Video News 
Story, Video Feature Story and Video Sports Story. There can be only one first place winner 
and multiple second, third and honorable mention winners. All winners will receive a 
certificate.

At its recent meeting, the board decided to include yearbooks and other materials if they 
have been published.



All first place winners will be sent to the national Press Women competition. The deadline 
for the national contest is the end of March.

NMPW Communications Contest
 The entries are in for the 2011 NMPW Communications Contest. We have received 
78 entries from 33 entrants in 45 categories. Only three are not NMPW members. Sixteen 
categories have multiple entries, meaning 29 categories have only a single entrant.

 Entries for this years competition are about half the number of previous years. Some 
NMPW members speculate the drop in entries can be attributed to the economy. We hope 
that’s true and that, as the economy recovers, we’ll see a rebound of entries for future 
competitions.

Northern Chapter 
R. Thomas Berner, President

             Winos del Norte

 Just in time for the holidays, the Northern Chapter of 
New Mexico Press Women learned about wine from an 
international wine judge, Ian Norrish, a native of New 
Zealand now retired and living in Santa Fe. Norrish explained 
how wines are evaluated but emphasized that when it came 
down to it, it was what an individual likes, not what experts 
say.  he gave his wife the last word on how to pick wine – 

“Three for ten dollars,” she said.

 In the business portion of the meeting, Deb Farson, science writer, was welcomed 
as the new treasurer, taking over for Suzan Hall, who had served nearly 2.5 years.



Albuquerque Chapter
Diane Sandoval, President

 Since our revitalization meeting in September, 
Albuquerque Press Women has had some good luncheon 
topics and speakers.

 In October, NMPW members Sandy Schauer and 
Denise Tessier, authors of The History of New Mexico Press 
Women 1950-2010, told us about instrumental NMPW 
members of the past 50 years.

 November was a discussion on the midterm and local/
state elections with political analyst Joe Monahan.

 Following the incident involving the La Cueva school newspaper article on smoking 
pot, we invited Albuquerque Board of Education and First Amendment attorney Martin 
Esquivel and Susan Leonard, a retired journalism teacher, to our December luncheon, with 
the topic: “Marijuana, Minors, and the First Amendment.” Our guests discussed walking 
the tightrope between working with student journalists who want to stretch their wings 
and concerned parents who worry about them flying into dangerous territory.

Las Cruces Press Women
Cheryl Fallstead, President

 After wrapping up the year with a series of networking 
socials and workshops on social networking, the Las Cruces 
Press Women will, in 2011, feature a series of luncheon 
meetings in which we explore the topic – Know Before You 
Write. Speakers will inform members about a current issue or 
topic, providing insightful background to guide writing and 
reporting.

 Among the topics will be a discussion of challenges to 
the First Amendment and a discussion of copyright, slander, 
libel, and privacy in the electronic age. Others will examine 

health care issues, border issues, Native American culture in the 21st Century, and in-
depth research in preparation for upcoming wine festivals.  We will also have a speaker 
from the League of Women Voters near election time, and a feature on preparing for a 
radio/TV interview, when the LCPW member is the subject.



 The LCPW board is excited about presenting these programs to members and hope 
they will elicit both favorable comments and new members.

First Amendment Rights Threatened
 For communicators, the rights protected by the First Amendment to the Constitution 
are perhaps among the most cherished and important. Over the last couple years, 
reactionary ideologues have challenged these rights, attempting to impose their own 
concept of what we can write and say. Conservatives and Liberals alike should be 
concerned and defend this vital amendment.
 Sherri Burr, a lawyer and NMPW’s board member responsible for reporting to 
members on the First Amendment, files this report:

 In 2010, the U.S. Supreme Court decided the following First Amendment cases.

 In Christian Legal Society Chapter of the University of California, Hastings College 
of the Law v. Martinez, a student group claimed a law school’s requiring it to comply with 
its nondiscrimination policy violated the organization's First and Fourteenth Amendment 
rights to free speech, expressive association, and free exercise of religion. The Supreme 
Court upheld the law school’s policy, finding it reasonable. Four justices (Alito, Roberts, 
Scalia and Thomas) dissented.

 John Doe #1 v. Reed involved a petition sponsor and individual signers of 
referendum who sought preliminary injunction prohibiting the State of Washington from 
making referendum petitions available in response to requests under State's Public 
Records Act (PRA). By a vote of 8 to 1 (with Thomas dissenting), The Supreme Court held 
that as applied to referendum petitions in general, disclosure requirements of PRA were 
sufficiently related to the State's interest in protecting the integrity of the electoral process 
to satisfy the exacting scrutiny standard applicable to First Amendment challenges.

 The U.S. v. Stevens defendant was convicted of violating a statute prohibiting 
depictions of animal cruelty. He appealed and the Supreme Court (by a vote of 8 to 1 with 
Alito dissenting) held that federal statute criminalizing the commercial creation, sale, or 
possession of depictions of animal cruelty was substantially over broad and thus the 
statute was facially invalid under the First Amendment protection of speech.

 In Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, a nonprofit corporation brought 
action against Federal Election Commission (FEC) for declaratory and injunctive relief, 
asserting that it feared it could be subject to civil and criminal penalties if it made, within 
30 days of primary elections, a film regarding a candidate seeking nomination as a 
political party's candidate in the next Presidential election. The Supreme Court held that 
(1) the government may not, under the First Amendment, suppress political speech on the 
basis of the speaker's corporate identity; (2) the federal statute barring independent 
corporate expenditures for electioneering communications violated First Amendment; and 



(3) disclaimer and disclosure provisions of Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 did 
not violate First Amendment as applied to nonprofit corporation's film and three 
advertisements for the film. In reaching its decision, the Supreme Court overruled two of 
its prior decisions.

 The Supreme Court also issued a writ of certiorari to the Ninth Circuit in Video 
Software Dealers Ass'n v. Schwarzenegger on April 26, 2010, and heard oral argument on 
November 2, 2010. The case involved whether California’s efforts to ban the sale of violent 
video games to minors violated the First Amendment. Adam Liptak from the New York 
Times reported: 

In a lively and sometimes testy Supreme Court argument on Tuesday over a law 
banning the sale of violent video games to minors, the justices struggled to 
define how the First Amendment should apply to a new medium. 

They tried analogies — to books, films, cartoons, comic books, fairy tales and rap 
lyrics. They argued about what the drafters of the Bill of Rights would have 
made of an extremely violent game like Postal 2. 

They worried about whether it made sense to extend, for the first time, principles 
allowing the government to regulate depictions of sex to depictions of 
violence. They considered conflicting studies on the effects of violent video 
games on young people.

And they expressed doubt about whether the law at issue, from California, drew 
sensible distinctions among the games it covered. 

 Adam Liptak, Justices Debate Video Game Ban, New York Times, Nov. 3, 2010, 
available at http://www.nytimes.com/2010/11/03/us/03scotus.html?
_r=1&scp=1&sq=justices%20debate%20video%20game%20ban&st=cse

 From Mr. Liptak’s report, The Supreme Court might be headed toward a split 
decision, with some Justices voting to affirm the Ninth Circuit’s decision to declare the law 
unconstitutional and others voting to reverse.

NMPW Support NM Foundation for Open Government

 The New Mexico Foundation for Open Government is an educational and 
charitable organization with a single mission – to help the general public, students, 
educators, public officials, media and legal professionals !understand, obtain and exercise:

1. Their rights and responsibilities under the New Mexico Inspection of Public Records, 
Open Meetings and Arrest Record Information Acts.

2. Their rights under the federal Freedom of Information Act.
3. Their First Amendment rights.
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 NMPW has been a member of New Mexico FOG for some years and supports 
FOG’s promotion of legislation aimed at ensuring open access to government. FOG also 
organizes an “open-government boot camp,” and is conducting a survey of public records 
and open-meeting complaints submitted to the Attorney General’s office.

 You can find more information about New Mexico Foundation for Open 
Government at www.nmfog.org.

Frozen Dead Guy Days: 
The Hottest Ticket In Town

 NMPW member Gail Rubin, “The Doyenne of Death,” will conduct “The Newly-
Dead Game” as part of Frozen Dead Guy Days, March 4-6 in Nederland, CO.

 “The Newly-Dead Game” will test how well life 
partners know each other’s last wishes. Rubin’s game is 
patterned after the popular TV game show, “The 
Newlywed Game.”

 Frozen Dead Guy Days (FDGD) is based on the 
true story of Grandpa Bredo Morstoel from Norway. 
After his death in 1989, his daughter Aud and grandson 
Trygve packed him in dry ice and shipped him to a 
U.S. cryonics facility for eventual reanimation. In 
1993, Aug and Trygve, hoping to start their own 
cryonic facility, moved Grandpa to Colorado.

 This will be the 10th Annual FDGD festival 
coordinated by the Nederland Area Chamber of Commerce. It’s considered one of the top 
five winter festivals in the country.

 Rubin, who recently completed attendance at 30 funerals in 30 days, is author of 
“A Good Goodbye: Funeral Planning For Those Who Don’t Plan to Die.”

 Her participation on FDGD brings higher awareness and insight into the necessity 
of planning for the inevitable, and does so in a light-hearted way.

 “The Newly-Dead Game” will fit right in with other FDGD events: coffin races, 
parade of hearses, the Brain Freeze Ball, salmon tossing, and of course the essential frozen 
T-shirt contest.

 Well, Gail, as they say in Nederland, “Freeze the Day!”

http://www.nmfog.org
http://www.nmfog.org


Anne Hillerman: On The Road
! What does a writer do when she’s not pounding the 

keys?

 Here’s Anne Hillerman’s answer. “I've been invited to 
give the opening talk, a slide presentation on "Tony 
Hillerman's Landscape: On the Road with Chee and 
Leaphorn" with Don Strel's beautiful slides!at Left Coast 
Crime, a national conference of mystery authors here in 
Santa Fe on March 24th.! I'm judging the Girl Scout Cooke 
Caper Benefit, an evening of judging deserts made from GS 
cookies, on March 14 at the Encantado Resort in Santa Fe. 
And I'm talking about my book, “Gardens of Santa Fe,” as 
a public program for the New Mexico Committee for the 
Museum of Women in the Arts on March 19, at Santa Fe's 
CCA.”

 If that’s not enough, Hilleman tells us about two writing contests every NMPW 
member can enter: the Hillerman Mystery Novel Competition and the Tony Hillerman 
Mystery Short Story Contest.  The novel competition is co-sponsored by St. Martin’s Press 
and Wordharvest; the short story contest by 
Wordharvest and New Mexico Magazine.

 Information, guidelines, rules, and entry forms are at http://www.wordharvest.com/
novel_contest.php. The Hillerman Prize is awarded to the best first mystery set in the 
Southwest. So, if you’ve got a hankerin’ to spin a tale about crime, or mysteries, or maybe 
even something strange happenin’ in New Mexico, geta crackin’, there.  Deadline is June 
1 for your novel and August 15 for the short story.  See, they got it right. It does take longer 
to write a shorter piece!

http://www.wordharvest.com/novel_contest.php
http://www.wordharvest.com/novel_contest.php
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Explore! New Mexico Launches 
Mile Marker Radio Features

 “Everywhere we go, we encounter 
another fascinating story,” say Cheryl 
Fallstead and Bud Russo, partners in 
bringing stories of the Land of Enchantment 
to anyone with an ear to hear.

 Mile Markers are Explore! New 
Mexico’s latest broadcast product, two-
minute radio features about the people, 
places, history, and culture of New Mexico.  
They’re airing Monday through Friday at 
7:15 a.m. on KSJE in Farmington, 8:30 a.m. 
on KENW in Portales, and at 1:04 and 7:59 

p.m. on KRWG in Las Cruces.  Or you can hear them at www.explorenewmexico.biz. 
Click on the Mile Market tab and the Listen tab.

 Each feature includes a 15-second public-radio style sponsor message. “If you 
know of a company looking to broaden its name and brand recognition, have them 
contact us at (575) 405-7133 or explorenewmexico@gmail.com,” Fallstead says. “We’ve 
got great deals to go with our great stories.”

New Mexico Press Women Board of Directors

Sharon Niederman, President     sherites@swcp.com
Sari Krosinski, Vice-president      michal@unm.edu
Anne Hillerman, Secretary      annehillerman@hotmail.com
Sandy Schauer, Treasurer       schauer722@earthlink.net
R.Thomas Berner, President, Northern Chapter   JournProf@comcast.net
Cheryl Fallstead, President, Las Cruces PW    cfallstead@hotmail.com
Connie Gotsch         conniegotsch@comcast.net
Diane Sandoval,  President, Albuquerque Chapter, & 
 Communicator of Achievement     dmsandoval@aol.com
Sherri Burr, First Amendment      burr@law.unm.edu
Emily Drabanski, Mentorship      emily.drabanski@state.nm.us
Susan Walton, Communications Contest, Auction swalton@sandiaprep.org
Denise Tessier, Historian      dtessier@q.com
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Call For News
 “Hey, people, this is your newsletter!” So says Bud Russo, editor.  “I really like 
reading about what other professionals in my field of endeavor are doing, how they are 
succeeding in making a difference.”

 If you have something you share with friends over a cold beer or sophisticated glass 
of wine, then send me the story. If it’s good enough to share with your NMPW sisters (and 
brothers), then let’s share it with everyone.

 Our next edition will be a wrap up of the state conference, so we’ll be issuing The 
Broadsheet in late April.  Send your stories ... or leads if you are the recipient of a tale from 
one of our illustrious members ... to abrusso@zianet.com.  We’ll email or talk and make 
this newsletter the envy of NFPW.

 See you in Las Cruces ... When The Stars Come In April!

mailto:abrusso@zianet.com
mailto:abrusso@zianet.com

